
2006 Regional Children's Environmental Health Summit 
"Children's Health and Their Environments: Making The Connection" 

The 4th Annual Regional Children's Environmental Health Summit will be held in Vail, Colorado 
on September 19, 20 and 21. The State of Colorado is hosting this year's Summit which is being 
sponsored jointly by the US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8, the Rocky Mountain 
Region Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit, the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment, the Colorado Public Health Association (CPHA) and the Colorado 
Environmental Health Association (CEHA). CPHA and CEHA will be holding their annual 
conferences the same week and in the same location as our CEH Summit in order to allow their 
members to attend the Regional Summit and maximize the possibility for networking between 
health and environment professionals. 
 
We expect approximately 300 to 400 attendees including federal, state and local public health, 
environmental and education professionals, health care providers, academia, non-profit 
organizations and the general public from Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah 
and Wyoming, and the 27 Tribal Nations in our area.  Although this is a Regional Summit, 
attendees from other parts of the nation are welcome.  
  

BACKGROUND 

Children need clean air to breathe, clean water to drink, safe food to eat, and a healthy 
environment to learn, grow, and thrive. Yet every day, children are exposed to environmental 
risks that may stand in the way of these basic necessities. They may be more vulnerable to some 
environmental risks than adults for several reasons:  
• Children’s nervous, immune, digestive, and other systems are still developing and their ability to 
m metabolize or inactivate toxicants may be different than adults; 
• Children eat more food, drink more fluids, and breathe more air in proportion to their body 
weight than adults; and, 
• Children’s behavior—such as crawling and placing objects in their mouths—may result in 
greater exposure to environmental contaminants. 
 
Many of the health problems that result from exposure to harmful environmental conditions can 
be prevented, managed, and treated.  Risks from environmental exposure at home, school, and 
at play can be reduced if care is taken to assure a healthy environment. Governments, non-
government organizations, private industry, educational institutions, and individuals can make a 
difference in protecting children from environmental harm. Through policy-making, research, and 
education we can work together to protect our children and our future.   
 
Communities, states, and the federal government can create policies that protect children from 
environmental risks and provide proper medical care to those children exposed to such risks. 
Legislation, regulations, and standards in areas such as housing, transportation, education, 
agriculture, health, and the environment, should explicitly consider children’s environmental 
exposures and health effects.   
 
Scientific evidence shows that children are different from adults in terms of their exposure and 
susceptibility to pollutants.  This evidence may explain the relationship between environmental 
risks and some childhood illnesses. Still, gaps exist in our understanding of how, and to what 
extent, environmental contaminants cause or exacerbate childhood diseases and developmental 
disorders. Children’s environmental health research should be a priority. 
 



The public turns to health care professionals for environmental health information. The health 
care   community must be trained in environmental health, and equipped to share information 
about environmental risks and children’s health.   
 
Youth involvement in recycling programs created a cultural change in the way we manage our 
trash. Programs aimed at children and youth will create a new generation of experts on 
environmental health—a generation that will be prepared to answer the new questions that our 
ever-changing world poses.  
  

SUMMIT GOALS:  

1. Increase the ability of health, environmental, and education professionals to identify, 
prevent, and reduce environmental health threats to children;  
2. Share information, resources, "best practices", and emerging science regarding the 
protection of children's health from environmental hazards; 
3. Encourage coordination and information sharing across government agencies, health 
organizations, health care providers, educators, and the general public in addressing children's 
environmental health issues; 4. Identify actions that can be implemented throughout the Region 
to protect children from environmental health threats; and 
5. Provide public health professionals with an opportunity to identify/implement effective 
children's health strategies in advance of Children's Health Month in October.  
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS: 
 
Continuing education credits will be offered for various professions based on 14 hours of 
instruction. 
 
LOCATION: 
 
The Summit will be held at the Vail Cascade Resort and Spa located at 1300 Westhaven Drive in  
Vail, Colorado.  Nestled within the Rockies, Vail Cascade Resort & Spa is a complete destination 
resort.  The hotel offers fine dining, shopping, an award winning spa and health club, and a movie 
theater featuring the latest films.  Additionally, the hotel has two outdoor, year round pools and 
hot tubs, a complimentary shuttle service to Lionshead and Vail Village and impeccable 24-hour 
front desk services.  The Cascade offers 292 inviting guestrooms, 65 condominiums and 11 
private residences, all including the amenities of a world-class resort. Self-parking is free for 
conference hotel guests and valet parking is available at $20 per day. Daily parking rate of $15 is 
charged for conference attendees that are staying offsite or driving in for the day. 
 
The Vail Cascade Resort & Spa is located approximately 100 miles west of Denver via Interstate 
70 and approximately 35 miles east of the Vail/Eagle County Airport via U.S. Highway 6 and 
Interstate 70.  Colorado Springs is located 170 miles south of Vail and Grand Junction is 150 
miles to the west along the Interstate 70 corridor. 
 
A special discounted room rate is available for conference attendees at $99 per night under the 
CPHA or CEHA block of rooms. Rooms at this rate are limited so make your reservations early!  
All conference attendees must make their own hotel reservations by calling the Vail Cascade 
Resort at 1-800-420-2424.  A credit card will be required to guarantee your reservation.  Added to 
your room rate is a daily resort fee of 6% per room, per night, along with current state and local 
sales taxes. 
 

 



OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Edward B. Clark, MD, Wilma T. Gibson Presidential Professor, 
Chairman of Pediatrics, University of Utah, and, Medical Director, 
Primary Children Medical Center  

Dr. Clark is currently the Wilma T. Gibson Presidential Professor and 
Chair of the Department of Pediatrics of the University of Utah and 
Medical Director of Primary Children’s Medical Center.  He also holds 
adjunct professorships in the Departments of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and Bioengineering.   
 
Born and raised in New York City, Dr. Clark received his bachelor’s 
degree with Honors in Biology from Union College in Schenectady, 
New York, and medical degree magna cum laude from Albany Medical 

College.  He trained in Internal Medicine at Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hospital Dartmouth Medical 
School, Hanover, New Hampshire and in Pediatrics and Pediatric Cardiology at the Johns 
Hopkins Medical Institutions in Baltimore, Maryland. 
 
Dr. Clark had faculty appointments at the University of Nebraska, the University of Iowa, the 
Johns Hopkins University and was Professor and Chief of Pediatric Cardiology and Associate 
Chair at the University of Rochester until July of 1996.  At that time, he assumed his current 
position in Utah.  
 
Dr. Clark has outstanding achievements in the fields of developmental biology of the 
cardiovascular system, human genetics of congenital cardiovascular malformations, and the care 
of children with chronic illness.  In addition, he has had leadership positions in numerous national 
and international organizations.  He is a consultant to the National Institutes of Health and 
principal investigator for the Utah Vanguard Site of the National Children’s Study, a 25 year 
longitudinal cohort study of genetics and environment in children’s health and disease.  Dr. Clark 
has developed an integrated coordinated program for clinical care, research, and advocacy for 
children with chronic illness and the prevention of disease.  His current research areas include 
human fetal cardiovascular homeostatis, structure function correlations of the developing 
cardiovascular system and genotype-phenotype correlation.  He is currently serving as Chair of 
the Pediatrics Guidance Council for Intermountain Health Care.  In addition to numerous 
professional organizations, Dr. Clark is a member of the prestigious Society of Scholars of the 
Johns Hopkins University.  He was also honored as the 2005 Utah Children’s Advocate of the 
Year. 
 
Dr. Clark, his wife Carleen, and Dr. Catherine Neill, are authors of The Heart of a Child, a best-
selling family reference book for parents of children with congenital heart defects. 

Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP, Executive Director, American 
Public Health Association  

Dr. Benjamin, is well known in the world of public health as a leader, 
practitioner and administrator. Benjamin has been the executive 
director of the American Public Health Association (APHA), the 
nation's oldest and largest organization of public health 
professionals, since December 2002. He came to that post from his 
position as secretary of the Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene, where he played a key role developing Maryland's 
bioterrorism plan. Benjamin became secretary of the Maryland 
health department in April 1999, following four years as its deputy 
secretary for public health services.  



  
Benjamin, of Gaithersburg, Maryland, is a graduate of the Illinois Institute of Technology and the 
University of Illinois, College of Medicine. He is board-certified in internal medicine and is a fellow 
of the American College of Physicians.  
  
An established administrator, author and orator, Benjamin started his medical career in 1981 in 
Tacoma, Washington, where he managed a 72,000-patient visit ambulatory care service as chief 
of the Acute Illness Clinic at the Madigan Army Medical Center. A few years later, he moved to 
Washington, D.C., where he served as chief of emergency medicine at the Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center. After leaving the Army, he chaired the Department of Community Health and 
Ambulatory Care at the District of Columbia General Hospital. He was promoted to Acting 
Commissioner for Public Health for the District of Columbia and later directed one of the busiest 
ambulance services in the nation as interim director of the Emergency Ambulatory Bureau of the 
District of Columbia Fire Department. Prior to joining APHA, he was the chief executive of the 
state of Maryland's Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, a cabinet level agency. 
  
At APHA, Benjamin also serves as the publisher of the nonprofit's monthly publication, The 
Nation's Health, the association's official newspaper, and The American Journal of Public Health, 
the profession’s premier scientific publication. He is the author of over 80 scientific articles and 
book chapters. 
  
Benjamin is a member of several committees, including the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention director's advisory committee. He also serves on the boards of Research! America, 
Partnership for Prevention and Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety. He is a member of the 
Institute of Medicine of the National Academies of Science.  
  
Amy Kyle, PhD, MPH, Environmental Health Sciences Division, School 
of Public Health, University of California, Berkeley  
 
Amy D. Kyle has research and teaching appointments at the School of 
Public Health at the University of California, Berkeley.  She is a co-
investigator at the Center for Excellence in Environmental Public Health 
Tracking, leader of the research translation core for the Superfund Basic 
Research Program, and co-investigator with colleagues at the US 
Environmental Protection Agency on America’s Children and the 
Environment.   Her research focuses on translation of scientific results 
for policy and stakeholder audiences, methods to link science and policy, 
and children's environmental health. Early in her career, she spent 13 
years in public service in environmental protection, natural resources 
management, and public health and retains a keen interest in improving public health practice.  
She received her MPH and her PhD in environmental health sciences and policy from the 
University of California at Berkeley and her BA from Harvard College.  
 
Her current professional activities include: Elected Councilor.  Environment Section.  American 
Public Health Association.  2005-2007; National Academy of Sciences.  Committee on Emerging 
Issues and Data on Environmental Contaminants.  2004 – 2006; and, Co-chair.  California Breast 
Cancer Research Program Council.  2006 – 2007. 
 
 


